Any opinion different from the opinion of the spiritual master is useless. One cannot infiltrate materially concocted ideas into spiritual advancement. That is deviation.   CC Adi 12.9 Purport): 

Reply to Rupanuga dasa

Actual text of conversation with Srila Prabhupada in his room, October 18, 1977, Vrndavana, India 

 
Srila Prabhupāda: So, you are taking care of that conveyance?

Tamāla Krnsa: Yes, we are, Śrīla Prabhupāda.

Jayapatākā: Because you are a paramahaṁsa, Śrīla Prabhupāda, you are seeing everyone else as surrendered to Krsna. But only by your mercy, you are forcing us to serve Krsna.

Srila Prabhupāda: Hare Krsna. One Bengali gentleman has come from New York?

Tamāla Krsna: Yes. Mr. Sukamal Roy Chowdury.

Srila Prabhupāda: So I have deputed some of you to initiate. Hm?

Tamāla Krsna: Yes. Actually... Yes, Śrīla Prabhupāda.

Srila Prabhupāda: So I think Jayapatākā can do that if he likes. I have already deputed. Tell him.

Tamāla Krsna: Yes.

Srila Prabhupāda: So, deputies, Jayapatākā's name was there?

Bhagavān: It is already on there, Śrīla Prabhupāda. His name was on that list.

Srila Prabhupāda: So I depute him to do this at Māyāpura, and you may go with him. I stop for the time being. Is that all right?

Tamāla Krsna: Stopped doing what, Śrīla Prabhupāda?

Srila Prabhupāda: This initiation. I have deputed the, my disciples. Is it clear or not?
Girirāja: It's clear.

Srila Prabhupāda: You have got the list of the names?

Tamāla Krsna: Yes, Śrīla Prabhupāda.

Srila Prabhupāda: And if by Krsna's grace I recover from this condition, then I shall begin again, or I may not be pressed in this condition to initiate. It is not good.

Girirāja: We will explain to him so that he will understand properly.

Srila Prabhupāda: Hm? Hm?

Girirāja: I said we will explain to the Bengali gentleman just as you have described to us, so that he'll be satisfied with this arrangement.

Srila Prabhupāda: And Dr. Ghosh has his scheme, but actually the scheme is there in the Bhagavad-gītā and Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam. We want to introduce that scheme to our Gurukula. We haven't got to manufacture scheme. Is that correct?

Girirāja: Yes.

Srila Prabhupāda: Let them learn to rise early in the morning and cleanse. This is the first scheme. This will keep their health nice. Cātur-varnyam mayā srstam [Bhagavad Gita. 4.13]. Unless in the human society the varnāśrama system is introduced, no scheme or social order, health order or any order, political order, will be successful.

Bhagavān: Everything is there very clearly in your books, Śrīla Prabhupāda.

Srila Prabhupāda: A man-made scheme-useless. Sāttvika-yuga.(?) What is that verse? Sattvāvalambi-para-sattva-viśuddha-sattvam... From Brahma-saṁhitā?

Rupanuga dasa statement: A Bengali gentleman has come from New York seeking initiation from Srila Prabhupada.  But Srila Prabhupada has already deputed his ritvik acaryas and he thinks Jayapataka should do the initiation.

Note:  Srila Prabhupada has not specifically told anyone to be a diksa-guru, only to act as officiating representative as per his July 9th letter.  Srila Prabhupada is only reconfirming what he had already established in his earlier directive of July 9th 1977 letter.

Rupanuga dasa statement:  The key sentences here are not the ones containing the word “depute,” but rather the following:  “I stop for the time being,”  “And if by Krsna’s grace I recover from this condition, then I shall begin again.” 

Note: Classic word jugglery. After Srila Prabhupada has emphasized the word deputee in five different grammatical combinations, we are now being informed that this not the key point. 

Srila Prabhupada’s emphasis is not only three times, but five times. 

It is common understanding that in Vedic literatures, to emphasize  an important point, it is done three times.  

Srila Prabhupada:   “…When anything is uttered three times—“do it, do it, do it”—one should understand that this is meant to indicate great stress on a fact…”  Srimad-Bhagavatam  10.9.20 :
Srila Prabhupada:  “…The Vedic literature, for emphasis, clearly states three times that in this age of Kali—kalau nāsty eva nāsty eva nāsty eva—there is no other alternative, no other alternative, no other alternative than harer nāma   Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.21.6
Outside advice?
 

Rupanuga and the GBC went to seek outside advice and clarification from Gaudiya Matha advisors in 1978.

 

Srila Prabhupada: 

"You should not give attention to any outsider's advice because they are completely unfit to give you advice.."   SPL Sunday, March 9, 1969   

 

" There is no need whatsoever for outside instruction.." SPL to Gurukrpa and Yasoda nandana dasa, December 1973

 

"So Sridhar Maharaja was responsible for disobeying...

"We shall not make the same mistake in our ISKCON camp...

" They [Gaudiya matha] are very competent to harm our natural progress" SP to Rupanuga dasa, April 1974

 

Fact:  The GBC and Rupanuga went to the Gaudiya Matha Nabadvipa advisor in March of 1978 to seek advice and clarification about the guru issue and how it should be implemented in ISKCON.

 

Clear as mud?
 

If according to Rupanuga and company everything was so clear to them in October of 1978 as per the following conversation:   Srila Prabhupāda: This initiation. I have deputed the, my disciples. Is it clear or not? Giirirāja: It's clear., then why did they jump to Nabadvipa to seek clarification of Srila Prabhupada's instructions?    how did everything become so unclear within just a few months?

 

Further, in March of 1978, at the Mayapur festival, Rupanuga and the GBC issued a position paper to explain the process of future initiations for ISKCON. Under the title of the position paper was placed "In Consultation with Higher Authorities".  So why did Rupanuga and company have to consult with "Higher Authorities" in March of 1978, just a few months after they had allegedly understood Srila Prabhupada's clear instructions in the matter of initiations in October of 1977.

 

And who are these so-called higher authorities?   And when did Srila Prabhupada ever instruct us to go consulting other higher authorities than Him for the conduct of the missionary activities of His movement?

 

1978 Guru appointment hoax.
 

Following the Mayapur festival in March of 1978 ,a wordlwide propaganda campaign wass orchestrated by Rupanauga dasa and the GBC to attempt to convince the ISKCON devotees that Srila Prabhupada had appointed 11 gurus who were his true successors, that they were pure devotees, uttama adhikaris, and that Srila prabhupada had appointed these pure devotee diksa gurus in July of 1977 as his true successors pure devotees acaryas.

 

Mythology Revival.
 

The guru appointment myth was admitted by the secretary himself in December of 1980 in Topanga Canyon, California. He clearly admitted in a quasi public forum that the idea that Srila Prabhupada had appointed 11 gurus was a myth and that Srila Prabhupada had never appointed any gurus.

 

It should be noted that these important conversations with his Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada were not released by the GBC for many years after Srila Prabhupada's departure. 

 

This new gramatical jugglery and interpretation is simply another attempt to revive the same old Guru appointment myth in a different format and avoid the order of the acarya Srila Prabhupada.

 

Srila Prabhupada was always clear and precise in his intentions, and this conversation in October of 1977 is another clear revalidation by His Divine Grace of what he had established in July of 1977, an officiating system by which the new initiates would be His disciples to be in initiated on his behalf by these deputies.

 

This is confirmed by Srila Prabhupada's use of the word "his name was on the list" referring to the July 9th 1977 letter. At that time, Srila Prabhupada's health was not good and he was in bed, not that Srila Prabhupada could not give divyam jnanam or accept a disciple.

 

Srila Prabhupada's last statement in that conversation has to be understood in the proper  context of the whole conversation and Srila Prabhupada's repeated emphasis by use of word deputee five times referring to his nomination of officiating acaryas as he already established in July 19th 1977 "Continue to become a ritvik and act on my charge"

 

Srila Prabhupada did not use the word diksa guru, acarya, appointed guru, appointed successor, etc   He was very consistent by use of the word deputee in five different grammatical variations. 

 

Historical facts. 

 

By June of 1977 Srila Prabhupada had already removed himself from the chosing of the names of the new initiates, the chanting on the beads, the performing of the fire sacrifice but he was still the diksa-guru of the new initiates and was to remain the diksa-guru. Sri Prabhupada never gave the order to any of these 11 or 111 disciples to actually be diksa-gurus in the last few months of 1977.  The current Rupanuga dasa interprattion and all of the post 1977 GBC interpratations of these various conversations are simply an attempt at mythology revival and avoiding the order of the acarya, as per his clear directive of July 9th 1977.

 

When was Srila Prabhupada's July 9th 1977 order changed or modified by Srila Prabhupada himself? When was the specific order to any of his disciples to be diksa-guru ever given after May 28 1977.

 

It is a fact that Rupanuga and company, in their post 1977 propaganda campaign of ISKCON and the GBC iron fisted approach, to every that the 11 had been appointed by Srila Prabhupada as diksa gurus?

 

While it is certainly noble of Rupanuga dasa to enlighten us with his new current interpretation, it should not be forgotten that he was one of the original GBCs who vociferously supported and preached the appointment hoax and myth for many years. 

 

While this new interpretation after 32 years seems to be an interesting pious belief, can he now publicly answer as to when these original 11 were ever appointed or selected by Srilla Prabhupada as diksa-gurus When? Where? How? 

 

Has anything been learned from the post 1936 and post 1977 appointment guru fiasco and the Maha-bhagavata assembly line of the GBC?
 

Srila Prabhupada had already warned a few months earlier about the dreaded personal ambition disease that destroyed the Gaudiya Matha: 

  

Srila Prabhupada warns about the result of manufacturing? 
Result of suppressing Guru. 
Result of ambition to take the place of guru. 
Srila Prabhupada: We haven't got to manufacture. To manufacture ideas is troublesome. Why should we take the trouble? And as soon as you want to manufacture something to my...., that is DANGEROUS. ...That you are singing every day, "what our guru has said, that is our life and soul." ...As soon as this POISON will come-suppress guru and I become Brahman-everything FINISHED. Spiritual life is finished. Gaudiya Matha finished, ...VIOLATED the orders of Guru Maharaja.  ...And as soon as you manufacture, fall down. This manufacturing idea is very, very dangerous in spiritual life. ...Our mission is to serve bhakta visesa and live with devotees. NOT THAT YOU TAKE THE PLACE OF GURU. THAT IS NONSENSE, VERY DANGEROUS. Then everything will be spoiled. As soon as you become AMBITIOUS to TAKE THE PLACE of GURU-gurusuh nara matih. That is MATERIAL DISEASE.   April 1977 Bombay, India

 

Srila Prabhupada's warning about concocting whimsically. 
Srila Prabhupada defines preaching. 
"So if you are actually, perfectly carrying out the orders of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, then you are preaching. Otherwise you will do wrongly, mislead. Don't do that. Andha yathandhair upaniyamanah . If you remain blind, don't try to lead other blind men. That is misleading. First of all open your eyes. Everything is there. Nobody can do anything whimsically. If you do whimsically, concoctedly, that will be failure. It will not be effective. 
(Conversations with Srila Prabhupada, 2 May, 1976, Fiji): 

 

Srila Prabhupada warns about proceeding on the wrong platform.

 

What will be the result of the wrong platform? 
"So, on the wrong platform you may go-go forward more and more-but it will be dismantled, because it is wrong." Lecture 6-5-74

 

Srila Prabhupada warns about contradictory philosophy.

DISCIPLE: One day they say one thing. One day they say something else. 
PRABHUPADA: That means rascal. Room Conversation 2-23-75 

Srila Prabhupada explains how will questions be answered?
Every one of you must regularly read our books at least twice, in the morning and evening, and automatically all questions will be answered. ( Letter to Randhira, 24/01/70)
What will be the result of the wrong platform? 
"So, on the wrong platform you may go-go forward more and more-but it will be dismantled, because it is wrong." Lecture 6-5-74


DISCIPLE: One day they say one thing. One day they say something else. 
PRABHUPADA: That means rascal. Room Conversation 2-23-75 

It is interesting to note that Rupanuga dasa did not challenge this article when Sridhar Maharaja was exposed.  

 

http://www.harekrsna.com/sun/editorials/12-07/editorials2250.htm
This article covers proof of the Ritvik initiation system of formality and the six accompanying articles in depth: 

 

http://www.harekrsna.com/sun/editorials/02-09/editorials4085.htm
